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Otherwise, her reality will vanish with her physical
presence and his happiness appear an incredible
dream. Nervously he attempts a little wit, then
hastens to apologize. She must not think him
irreverent: " Do not think I feel lightly because I
write rubbish in jests. I wish you could read the
bottom of my heart. If you were here I would try
to whisper to you how fearful what I feel for you is3
but I could not do it on paper, and it would be
glaring." She replies that she does not mind his
jesting. He must not fear to be himself. She is a
little surprised at the vehemence of his feeling. For
herself, she is quite cheerful, and has " not moped
for five minutes." She will try to " soothe " him
with her letters, for they have both agreed that
" soothing " is to be her mission toward him. He
protests she must not think, because he tells her of
the " wild, burning pain" which he sometimes
feels, that his love for her has been cc mere suffer-
ing." " Even at the worst there was a wild,
delirious excitement about it that I would not have
lost for the world." But now his feelings are more
endurable. At times he goes about murmuring to
himself, " * I have made that dignified girl commit
herself, I have, I have/ and then I vault over the
Sofa with exultation. Those are the feelings of the
person you have connected yourself with. Please
don't be offended at my rubbish. Sauciness is
my particular line. I am always rude to everybody
I respect." She uses some of his favourite phrases,
and becomes motherly, urging him to relieve the
strain of financial worry with hunting, and advising
him where he can borrow good horses near Bristol.
She is amazed at the things which she is able to